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March 2013 

Pierre Elliott Trudeau High School 

PIROUETTE 

Inside this Issue 

Dates at a Glance 

Drama’s Junior Showcase     
                   March 28 
 
Good Friday (no school) 
                                March 29 
 
Easter (no school)        April 1 
 
OSSLT              April 11 
            
Report Card Distribution           
              April 24 
    
International Night 
                                  April 23  
 
Drama Senior Show     May 2  
 
Spring Harmonies         May 9 
 
Prom     May 30  
                
Grad Social     June 4 
   
Grade 9 EQAO Math  
                     June 12,13 
 
Exams                June 19-25 
 
Graduation Ceremony 
     June 26 

It is hard to believe that spring is fi-

nally here. We hope you have taken 

the time to enjoy this edition of La 

Pirouette. Our newsletter is only one 

of the ways we share with our com-

munity all of the amazing achieve-

ments of our students. It is available in 

print and on-line through our school 

website. Since the launch of our new 

website in August we have received 

more than 45 000 hits and we hope 

that it has been a good source of in-

formation for our community. 

We continue to work as a school to 

achieve our goals. These goals while 

based in numerical data consider the 

well-being and needs of the whole 

student and our school’s commitment 

to ensure that our students are suc-

cessful beyond their time at Pierre 

Elliott Trudeau High School.   

We want our students: 

Grade nine Technological Studies student Wilson Zhang makes some final adjust-
ments to the band saw before completing his name plate assignment. The Explor-
ing Technologies course gives students an opportunity to solve design problems 
using a variety of hands-on techniques. 
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To recognize that critical thinking 

is valued in our school community.  

To be able to make informed 

choices about pathways available to 

them. 

To make connections between suc-

cess and wellness by demonstrating 

an increase in making positive 

choices 

This spring Trudeau will commemo-

rate our 10th anniversary with a week-

long celebration from June 3rd to 7th. 

Please help us to spread the word with 

our alumni and our students. The week 

will include something for everyone.  

We hope to see you there! 

Ms. Debbie Linkewich, Principal 

Ms. Virginia Bregg, Vice-Principal 

Ms. Suelyn Cheong, Vice-Principal 

Mr. George Tsigaridis, Vice-Principal 

A Message from the Administrative Team 
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Department News 

Cooperative 

Education 
Janet Davis, Subject Head 

 

Congratulations to Justin Chan 

(Plumber), Jeffrey Green (Auto 

Service Technician) and Jacky Tan 

(Auto Service Technician) as our 

most recently signed apprentices!  

While earning their final credits in 

high school, these students are also 

gaining skill competencies and 

hours towards their license in these 

trade areas.  As part of the acceler-

ated apprenticeship program, Justin and 

Jeffrey are also enrolled in a dual 

credit program whereby they at-

tend Humber College and Centen-

nial College respectively, in order 

to earn their Level 1 apprenticeship 

certification, during this semester.   

In addition to beginning careers in 

the trades, students are discovering 

what working in a field of interest 

would be like.  Some new and ex-

citing careers this semester are so-

cial media marketing, land survey-

ing, woodworking and cabinetry 

making, health care positions in-

cluding pharmacy, seniors care 

both in private industry and the 

hospital setting and of course many 

business opportunities to support 

the Business SHSM designation 

b e i n g 

p u r -

sued by 

o u r 

s t u -

dents.   

W h i l e 

careers 

a r e 

chang-

i n g 

rapidly 

and it’s 

expected that our young adults of 

today will experience many differ-

ent jobs and even change careers in 

their lifetime, gaining knowledge 

and experience regarding the world 

of work;  how to get a job – and 

more importantly – how to keep a 

job,  are key to how our students 

will fare in the future.   

In his article entitled ―Young peo-

ple don't possess the right skills for 

jobs‖,  Dominic Barton (The Tele-

graph, November 7, 2012), states, “ 

It is not that there are no jobs out 

there; rather that the available 

openings require skills that young 

people simply don't have.‖ …  and 

believes that we can make progress 

if ―various stakeholders can work 

together more closely: educators, 

employers and young people.‖    

In Cooperative Education, we are 

working with our community of 

employers and we connect the stu-

dents to a variety of jobs where 

they develop ski l ls  which 

strengthen their abilities and 

knowledge to be better competi-

tors in this challenging time of 

finding careers suitable for them. 

For a view on the world of work 

and the challenges of our youth 

today, consider viewing the follow-

ing  documenta ry  en t i t l e d 

―Generation Jobless‖ at http://

www.cbc.ca/doczone/episode/

generation-jobless.html  

Finally, Co-op applications for 

2013-14 were due March 1 – any 

students still wishing to apply or 

get further information, may see 

Ms. Davis or Ms. Black in Room 

109.  We will also be available in 

Room 109 during Parents’ Night 

for those who wish to discuss 

more about how this program may 

help your son/daughter. 

Jeffrey Green gains practical ex-
perience working with cars. 

Jacky Tan learns all about auto-
motive care and maintenance on 
the job. 

10 hot jobs in Canada in 2013                    Source:  Canadian Living 

 

 

 

1. Financial managers and  

accountants 

2. Skilled trades people 

3. Software and mobile      

developers 

4. Registered nurses 

5. Psychologists, social     

workers and counsellors 

6. Medical technologists or          

technicians 

7. Human resource specialists or 

managers 

8. Pharmacists 

9. Audiologists, speech therapists 

and physiotherapists 

10.Construction managers 

Justin Chan is becoming 
skilled in plumbing. 

http://www.cbc.ca/doczone/episode/generation-jobless.html
http://www.cbc.ca/doczone/episode/generation-jobless.html
http://www.cbc.ca/doczone/episode/generation-jobless.html
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Department News 

SHSM 
Colleen McKague, Teacher 

 

This year, Trudeau saw the intro-

duction of the Specialist High 

Skills Major (SHSM) program.  

SHSM is a specialized Ministry 

program that allows students to 

concentrate their learning on a 

specific economic sector; our 

school’s focus is Business.   

Students in grades 11 and 12 stu-

dents take a bundle of courses – 

four Business Studies major credits 

(two at the grade 11 level and two 

at the grade 12 level); two Co-

operative Education courses with a 

business placement; two senior 

maths; and Grade 12 English, in 

which they complete contextual-

ized learning activities.  As well, 

students receive certifications and 

training, undertake experiential 

learning and reach-ahead opportu-

nities, and develop essential skills 

and work habits through the use of 

the Ontario Skills Passport. 

To date, students have: 

received First Aid and CPR 

training 

become certified in customer 

service and leadership on a full 

day field trip to Camp Cedar 

Glen 

completed or are currently en-

rolled in business-related co-op 

placements in the fields of law, 

marketing, accounting, human 

resources, mortgage industry, 

business administration, small 

business operations, and so on. 

We look forward to our field trip 

to Sir Wilfrid Laurier University 

where we will work on a first-year 

business case study, take a campus 

tour, and experience university.  

Further presentations and training 

will be provided this year. 

The students are enjoying their 

experiences in SHSM and benefit-

ting from their increased knowl-

edge and training and exposure to 

the Business sector.  Any grade 10 

or 11 students who would like to 

take part in this program next year 

and have not yet applied should 

contact Mrs. McKague by email at 

colleen.mckague@yrdsb.edu.on.ca, 

or by telephone at 905-887-2216 

ext. 371, or see her in Room 109. 

Business 
Emily Marotta-Kulcsar, Subject Head 

 

We mean Business!  This is especially 

true this year since the introduction 

of our school’s SHSM designation 

in Business.  Also new are the Pro-

tégé Team Challenges in our Grade 

12 Business Leadership & Manage-

ment Fundamentals (BOH 4M1) 

classes.  Students apply the same 

management processes of plan-

ning, organizing, leading, and con-

trolling to all facets of the chal-

lenges as they would on a job.  

Thus, students learn first-hand the 

importance of competition and 

competitive advantage.   

Through our partnership with the 

Canadian Institute of Chartered 

Accountants of Ontario, our Grade 

11 Accounting students were 

treated to informative presenta-

tions by the C.I.C.A.O. in early 

February. 

In May, our Grade 11 and 12 stu-

dents will participate in: 

the O.B.E.A. Provincial Ac-

counting Contest, 

the International Business Con-

test, and 

the Sports, Entertainment, and 

Fashion Marketing Contest.   

Also in May, our Grade 11 Sports 

Marketing students will visit the 

Roger’s Centre with Ms. Ayliffe 

and Ms. Marotta-Kulcsar. 

In June, Grade 12 students who 

have successfully completed five 

Business credits during their four 

years at Trudeau will earn their 

Business Endorsement Certifi-

cates. 

Career Studies 
Judith Rees, Subject Head 

 

Career studies classes have several 

interesting presentations this term.   

Ms. Strauss arranged an in-school 

field trip that featured Dr. Evan 

Mavromatis, a Toronto veterinar-

ian who specializes in exotic ani-

mals. He discussed his career, job 

opportunities and pathways to get 

into veterinarian school. He also 

brought some animals that the 

students could interact with, as 

well as X-rays of unique animals 

that the students could examine 

and identify.  York Region’s 

branch of the Canadian Mental 

Health Association presented on 

stress reduction and good mental 

health.  

Young Workers will be presenting 

to classes on March 25 and 26.  

They will discuss the rights and 

responsibilities of young workers.   

mailto:colleen.mckague@yrdsb.edu.on.ca
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English 
Sanjee Sivanesan, 

Assistant Subject 

Head 

 

Forays into 

Fiction  
The eminent 

novelist, George 

Orwell, once 

quipped, ―The 

atmosphere of 

orthodoxy is 

always damag-

ing to prose, 

and above all it 

is completely 

ruinous to the novel, the most an-

archical of all forms of literature.‖  

Echoing his sentiments, the Tru-

deau English Department has ac-

quired a set of new novels for 

study by grade 12 students on the 

themes of post-colonialism and 

multiculturalism among others that 

challenge the status-quo in many 

ways.   

The new novels include both Ca-

nadian and international authors; 

some of the titles include: The 

Poisonwood Bible by Barbara King-

solver; In the Skin of a Lion by Mi-

chael Ondaatje; The Book of Negroes 

by Lawrence Hill; Three Day Road 

by Joseph Boyden; Half-blood Blues 

by Esi Edugyan; The Headmaster’s 

Wager by Vincent Lam; The White 

Tiger by Aravind Adiga; George & 

Rue by George Elliott Clarke; The 

Road by Cormac McCarthy; Go Ask 

Alice by Anonymous; White Olean-

der by Jane Fitch and The Memory 

Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards.   

The study of fiction is highly con-

ducive to developing critical think-

ing in young minds – one of the 

school improvement goals. Both 

teachers and students are very ex-

cited to be exploring alternative 

political, historical and fictional 

realities in the upcoming months.     

History 
Chayah Morgenstern, Teacher 

 

This semester the History Depart-

ment at Trudeau is running a brand 

new history class!  American His-

tory is being offered for the first 

time at Trudeau. We are using the 

Digital Learning Lab to incorpo-

rate Smartboard technology, iPads, 

and netbooks to 

enhance the learning 

of the past. Students 

have shared personal 

family immigration 

stories. They have 

also explored Euro-

pean expansion to 

North America with 

digital and interac-

tive maps. Students have gone on 

virtual field trips to Colonial Wil-

liamsburg and conducted archaeo-

logical digs - without ever leaving 

the classroom or getting their 

hands dirty! We have engaged in 

historical document analysis and 

tried to survive modern day simu-

lation activities like surviving Salem 

witchunts. Students also were able 

to increase their digital skills and 

were fortunate to partake in an 

inter-department workshop and 

receive a free Photoshop lesson 

from our in-house expert in Ms. 

Macdonald.  

In May our Civics students will be 

participating in the Youth and Phi-

lanthropy Initiative Finals. Students 

have gone out into our community 

to explore grassroots organizations 

which seek to fulfill a need in our 

community. Students then pre-

sented their organizations to class-

mates who then voted on the ones 

they felt could make the best use of 

a $5,000 grant from the Toskan 

Casale Foundation. Our students 

will present their organizations in 

an exciting finale in May and the 

winner of the finale will be 

awarded the $5000 grant for the 

local organization they are repre-

senting. We wish all of our stu-

dents’ good luck in the finals! 

Department News 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgeorwe403470.html
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New @ Trudeau 

Casey Daleman, Subject Head 

 

As part of our school goals, the 

staff and students at Trudeau are 

making a concerted effort to em-

brace a variety of critical thinking 

skills in all that we do. We recog-

nize that critical thinking is a key 

skill that will help our students be 

successful in the 21st century. 

To kick start our efforts, the 21st 

Century Learning Lab was created 

in room 205. The Learning Lab is a 

cross-curricular classroom that 

aims to engage learners and sup-

port critical thinking through the 

meaningful use of technology. Stu-

dents from a variety of subjects—

Science, Math, English, History 

and Art to name a few—are learn-

ing to think ―outside the box‖ 

while  using computers, Smart-

boards, smartphones, and iPads to 

support their learning. 

Last semester, Ms. Daleman’s 

Grade 12 Biology class embarked 

on a hunt for mislabelled fish at 

local grocery stores. In partnership 

with Let’s Talk Science, students 

collected samples of fish from local 

grocery stores, entered data into a 

DNA Barcoding app, and sent the 

fish samples off to the University 

of Guelph to be DNA barcoded. 

Of the 30 samples collected, only 2 

were mislabelled! 

This semester, Ms. Young’s Grade 

10 Careers class will be participat-

ing in a video conference with Ja-

mie Forsyth, a composer for the 

film and television industry in Los 

Angeles, California. Many of Ms. 

Young’s students are interested in a 

career in music, and through her 

connections and support from the 

digital literacy team, her students 

will gain critical insights into this 

career path, without having to 

leave the classroom. 

In addition to the video confer-

ence, Ms. Young’s class partici-

pates in Tech Tuesdays when stu-

dents are challenged to find new 

tech tools to support their learning. 

Last week, students were asked to 

―tweet‖ a famous Canadian and 

wait for a response—and the 

tweets came in 

fast and furious! 

It is our hope that 

the teaching and 

learning that is 

happening in this 

classroom will 

spread to more 

and more class-

rooms, helping to 

create a new gen-

eration of critical 

thinkers at Tru-

deau! 

A New Generation of  Thinkers E-Resources — 

Available Anytime, 

Anywhere 
Working on a research project?  

Searching for credible resources 

written by experts?  Look no fur-

ther.  The Trudeau Library web-

page connects students to all kinds 

of great electronic resources: 

1. Ebscohost Database: Provides 

access to magazine, newspaper 

and journal articles in all subject 

areas. 

2. Teen Health and Wellness data-

base:  Features articles on drugs 

and alcohol, nutrition, mental 

health, diseases and much more. 

3. Grolier Online Encyclopedia:  

Includes eight encyclopedia 

databases with over 120 000 

articles; provides over 340 000 

editor vetted web links. 

4. Canadian Encyclopedia:  Is the 

authoritative source of informa-

tion about Canada and its peo-

ple; available in both English 

and French. 

5. Eureka:  Is a French database 

that offers information sources 

based in Canada and around the 

world.   

6. Erudite.org: Is a French data-

base that provides access to 

magazines, e-books and more. 

7. Course Links:  Provides web 

links carefully selected by Tru-

deau’s teacher-librarians.  
Vincent Trang and Sahar Haider use an iPad in the 
21st Century Learning Lab 
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Events 

Over the next few months, you will 

begin to see the construction of a 

new 14 classroom wing at the north-

west corner of our school. Our new 

addition, scheduled for completion 

in September 2013, will provide ad-

ditional classroom space to help to 

meet the needs of our growing com-

munity.   

The first step, which was completed 

over the March Break, was to move 

the four portables on the west side 

of the property to make room for 

the construction to take place. We 

will soon see the site being fenced 

off so that construction can begin. 

The new wing of the building will 

include space for up to 140 classes 

equipped with wireless and LCD 

projector technologies, curtain win-

dows in the hallways to allow for as 

much natural light as possible, over 

400 student lockers, and additional 

teacher work space designed for staff 

collaboration. 

The west parking lot will be used 

regularly to help accommodate the 

construction traffic to and from the 

site. The construction supervisor is 

working with our school’s staff to 

maintain the safety of our commu-

nity throughout the project.  We 

appreciate your cooperation with the 

construction staff at the beginning of 

the day and at dismissal. 

Literacy 

Test 2013   
Sanjee Sivanesan,  

Assistant Subject Head 

 

Grade 10 students and their teachers 

are busy at work preparing for the 

provincial standardized assessment of 

literacy skills.  Students at Trudeau 

prepared for the April test in a num-

ber of ways: 

The School-wide Lit’ Blitz gives all 

Grade 10 classes a chance to 

practice the reading and writing 

tasks during periods 1 and 5 in 

February and March  

After-school OSSLT Prep Sessions 

Every Tuesday and Thursday 

until April 4, students receive 

direct lessons and have the op-

portunity to practice using past 

test samples 

Additional help is given in Grade 10 

English classes.  Teachers pro-

vide written and oral feedback to 

students during class and after 

school on essay and news report 

writing. 

Historically, our school has had a 

tradition of high achievement on the 

test and we are optimistic that we will 

once again come out on top.  Parents 

may help their daughter or son by 

encouraging reading for pleasure and 

reading a variety of texts such as 

newspapers, novels, magazines, and 

so on.   

Parents may contact their child’s Eng-

lish teacher or the literacy teacher, Mr. 

Sivanesan, if they have any concerns 

about the test.  Parents may also ac-

cess the EQAO website, 

www.eqao.com, for further details 

relating to the administration, content 

and assessment of the test.  

Zoe Chan, Student 

 

Mr. Apostolakos’ senior Communi-

cations Technology class is working 

with OneMatch to organize a stem 

cell and bone marrow donor drive at 

Trudeau.  

Recently, a Milliken Mills High 

School teacher’s 5 year old daughter 

was diagnosed with acute myeloid 

leukemia, a cancer that originates in 

the bone marrow and quickly 

spreads into the bloodstream. When 

Milliken Mills’s stem cell and bone 

marrow drive was unsuccessful in 

finding a donor, Trudeau’s senior 

students decided to step in and help. 

Did you know? 

Over March Break four of our 

portables were moved to 

make way for the new addi-

tion. 

The operation went smoothly 

and students were able to 

start Monday morning in fa-

miliar surroundings —  a little 

to the east. 

One Brick at a Time: Trudeau’s 

New Addition                  Debbie Linkewich, Principal 

Stem Cell and Bone Marrow Donor Drive 
Participating students and staff be-

tween the ages of 17 and 35 will be 

asked to register and to swab their 

cheek tissue for a sample of DNA. 

Completely painless, the process 

takes 5-10 minutes. The actual dona-

tion of the stem cell and bone mar-

row will only occur if the DNA of 

the registrant is found to match a 

patient in OneMatch's database. 

Although the chances of finding a 

match for the 5 year old daughter 

specifically are slim, participants may 

be the heroes of other patients in 

need. After all, as OneMatch boldly 

reminds registrants: ―You could be 

the one match that saves a life.‖   

http://www.eqao.com

